Murder Puts McCormack 
Second In Line For Presidency 
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WASHINGTON (AP) - The 
assassination of President Ken- 
nedy moved House Speaker 
John W. McCormack up to sec- 
ond in line for the White House. 

The change of status was 
signaled by the posting of . 
Secret Service guard at the 71- 
year-old Massachusetts legisla- 
tor’s office at 3:05 p.m. EST, 
even as McCormack prepared a 
statement expressing his shock 
and sorrow over the loss of “a 
'dear and personal friend” and 
a “staggering loss” to the na- 
tion. 

McCormack had received 
news of Kennedy’s death only 
a short while before with ob- 
vious signs of deep emotion. 

; Four men were in the guard 
that took up station at McCor- 
mack’s office. One, who de- 
clined to identify himself, said 
the procedure is normal. He 
would not comment on whether 
the number of agents might be 
changed later, saying only that 
‘•‘the situation is fluid.” 
Actually the shift took place 
formally when Vice President 
Lyndon B. Johnson took the 
presidential oath of office in 
Ijallas shortly after Kennedy 
died. The Secret Service has 
the duty of protection of the 
first in line of succession, as 
well as the President himself. 

“Our country and the entire 
world will never forget Presi- 
dent Kennedy,” McCormack 
said. 

Seated in his red-upholstered 
chair, with House Democratic 
leader Carl Albert, D-Okla., and 
Rep. Carl Vinson, D-Ga., near- 
by, the speaker then softly and 
solemnly read his short state- 
ment to newsmen clustered in 
his Capitol office. 

Tragic Loss 

In the statement, McCor- 
mack said: 

“This is a tragic event. I feel 
very inadequate in expressing 
my thoughts. The nation has 
sustained, a tragic loss, the sig- 
nificance of which is stupen- 
dous. 

“Our country and the entire 
world will never forget Presi- 
dent Kennedy. His leadership 
was superb in meeting the chal- 
lenges of this period of world 
history. 

“The warmth of his person- 
ality will never be forgotten. 
The relationship that existed 



between the President and my- 
self throughout the years has 
been very close and most 
friendly. 

"In his tragic passing, I have 
lost a dear and personal friend. 
The nation has lost a great 
leader. I mourn for his family, 
the nation, and for Mrs Mc- 
Cormack and myself.” 

The statement had been host- 
ily typed and scribbled over. 
As he read, McCormack made 
changes with a pencil. 

McCormack was first in- 
formed of the assassination 
while he' was having lunch in 
the house restaurant. Two news- 
men told him the President 
was shot but it was not known 
then if he was dead. 

“My God, my God,” McCor- 
mack said, "what are we com- 
ing to?” 

McCormack then told newsmen 
it was a "terrible thing” and 
he said that all Americans of 
every religious faith were pray- 
ing for Kennedy’s recovery. 

The tall, white-haired speaker 
then seemed at a loss for what 
to do. Newsmen led him to the 
House press gallery to read 
news bulletins. 

He took station at the Asso- 
ciated Press teletypewriter. 

When a bulletin appeared an- 



nouncing that priests of the 
Roman Catholic church had ad- 
ministered the last rites to Ken- 
nedy, the speaker leaned over 
the news ticker. He peered at 
the bulletin and then walked 
out of the gallery and took an 
elevator to the floor below. 

He stepped into his office 
where he received news that 
Theodore Sorensen, Presidential 
special counsel, was trying to 
reach him. 

McCormack phoned the White 
House and received at 2:30 p.m. 




■EST the news that Kennedy was 
dead. Like Kennedy, McCor- 
mack is a Roman Catholic. 

He would succeed to the Pres- 
idency if, for any reason, John- 
son should not finish out the 
remaining 13 months of the 
four-year term to which Ken- 
nedy was elected. 

In sixth place in the line of 
succession is the late Presi- 
dent’s brother, Atty. Gen. Rob- 
ert F. Kennedy. 
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MC CORMACK MOVES UP — President Kennedy d elivered his address on the state of the union last 
January before a joint session of the 88th Congress in the House. Behind him were Vice President 
Lyndon Johnson, now President, and House Majority Leader John McCormack, D-Mass., now sec- 
ond in line for the White House. 



